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VFC PROGRAM-  VACCINE 
SUPPLY UPDATE 
Vaccine Management & VFC Program Update 



VFC Flu Vaccine Supply Update,  
 

• VFC Supplemental Flu Ordering: 
• All formulations are available on VFC’s Supplemental Ordering 
• Flu season is not over continue administering doses until expiration 
• Remember to administer second doses when appropriate 



Vaccine Supply: Pentacel® Delay 
• Sanofi Pasteur notified CDC about expected 

manufacturing delays for Pentacel® (DTaP-IPV/Hib 
combination vaccine) 

• Delays are expected from now through the summer of 
2016.  

• Available supply nationwide is expected to be 70% of the 
normal supply.  
 



• To ensure that providers have equitable access to 
Sanofi Pasteur’s pertussis-containing vaccines, 
the VFC Program: 
• All Pentacel orders (and corresponding antigens) be submitted 

monthly, effective 01/01/2016 
• All Pentacel orders are currently limited to approximately 70% of 

2015 average monthly usage (30% reduction) 
oDepending on available vaccine supply, may be adjusted as 

necessary 
 

  
 

Vaccine Supply: Pentacel® Delay 



Vaccine Supply: Pentacel® Delay 
• All provider orders will have an order cap in place through 

the duration of the shortage 
• Cap is visible to providers on VFC order form 
• Doses of Pentacel reduced by the cap will be added into 

the single antigen components (ActHib and Daptacel)  
• Cap is an allocation per month, therefore providers are 

allowed to order once per month 



Vaccine Supply: Pentacel® Delay 
• Proposed guidance: Providers should reserve the use of Pentacel® 

for the administration of the first 3 doses in the primary series, and 
administer dose 4 as single antigen components. 

• ActHib allocation is limited.  
• If a provider requests to switch to Pediarix for ALL patients, VFC is 

requesting that the provider agrees to use PedvaxHib while ActHib 
limitations are in place.  

• Form must be signed by POR or Medical Director acknowledging 
switch to Pediarix and agreement to also switch to PedvaxHib 

 
 



STORAGE AND HANDLING 
Vaccine Management & VFC Program Update 



What’s new in 2016 
• VFC launched new temperature 

monitoring resources for VFC 
providers in 2016:    
• ‘Monitoring Storage Unit 

Temperatures’ training on eziz 
• New online storage and handling 

incident reporting system, 
‘SHOTS’ (Storage and Handling 
Online Triage System); and  

• Updated and simplified 
temperature logs and 
temperature log action guides.  

 

Prevent 
Incidents 

Manage 
Incidents 

Resolve 
Incidents 



• Providers must use current VFC Program temperature logs 
• Temperatures must be recorded twice daily, at the 

beginning and towards the end of each business day 
• Vaccine Coordinator must monitor and record the 

CURRENT, MAX and MIN temperatures in the refrigerator 
and freezer, date of each reading.  

• If other staff are assigned to monitor and record 
temperatures, they must complete training on eziz.org 
and be trained on the use of the devices used by the 
practice, and how to respond to out-of-range 
temperatures.  
 
 

Temperature Monitoring  



Recording Temperatures 







Temperature Log Review 



Ordering VFC Temperature Logs 



TEMPERATURE 
MONITORING  
Thermometers and Digital Data Loggers 



• A digital data logger (DDL), also known as a “continuous temperature 
monitoring device” is a thermometer that reads and records temperatures and 
then stores them in its internal memory.  

• Temperatures recorded by a data logger can be viewed on a computer and 
saved as an electronic or paper file. 

Importance and Use of Data Loggers 
• Information from a digital data logger helps clinic staff: 

• Know the exact times temperatures were out of range.  
• Continuously monitor temperatures even when the clinic is closed. Some 

data loggers have advanced, remote alert capabilities to notify clinic staff 
of excursions during non-business hours; 

• Prevent unnecessary vaccine losses when excursion time frames cannot 
be precisely determined. 

Digital Data Loggers 



Digital Data Logger Requirements 
The following providers are required to use data loggers in 
2016:  

• All new VFC providers,  
• Practices that are open 2 days a week or less, and  
• Practices needing to replace their primary or back-up thermometer 
• Providers conducting mass vaccination clinics also must use data 

loggers to monitor temperatures during vaccine transport and at the 
mass vaccination clinic 

All provider will be required to use data loggers starting Jan 
1, 2017 

 



• Accuracy of +/-1°F (+/-0.5°C) 
• Visual or audible alarm for out-of-range temperatures 
• Low battery indicator 
• Memory storage of at least 4,000 readings 
• Current, minimum, and maximum temperature display 
• User-programmable logging interval (or reading rate) 
• Certificate of Calibration 
• Buffered temperature probe immersed in one of the following: a vial 

filled with liquid (e.g. glycol, ethanol, glycerin); a vial filled with loose 
media (e.g. sand, glass beads); or a solid block of material (e.g. 
Teflon®, aluminum) 

Digital Data Loggers Requirements 



Digital Data Loggers: Use 
• Temperatures must be recorded twice daily even if using a digital data 

logger 
 

• If temperatures are monitored using a continuous temperature 
device/data logger, download and review of temperature data should 
occur every two-week period, or at minimum, monthly.  

 



VFC SHOTS SYSTEM 
Storage & Handling Online Triage System 



Storage and Handling Online Triage 
System 

SHOTs will provide 
guidance on the 
documentation of out 
of range temperatures 
discovered for their 
vaccine storage unit(s)  
 
SHOTS will provide 
feedback on whether 
vaccine manufacturers 
need to be contacted.  
 
***use Internet 
Explorer 











VACCINE MANAGEMENT 



VFC Eligibility 



Vaccine Management Plans 



VFC Vaccine Ordering 

• Trained and authorized clinic staff must submit vaccine 
orders through the practice’s account on 
MyVFCvaccines.org.  

• Place orders according to the practice’s VFC-assigned 
ordering category (very high, high, medium, or low 
volume) and frequency (monthly, bimonthly, or quarterly).  

• Provide all necessary inventory and usage information.  
 



VFC Vaccine Usage: Inventory 



VFC Vaccine Ordering: Vaccine Usage 



VFC Vaccine Ordering 
• The VFC Program encourages providers to choose one 

formulation when multiple vaccine products are available 
to avoid inadvertent administration errors.  

• Alert the VFC Program of any temporary closures, 
including vacation and building management issues, 
which might affect deliveries.  

• Vaccine doses not accounted for or lost due to negligence 
may be replaced dose for dose by practice 
 
 



Vaccine Ordering 



Vaccine Ordering: Choice 
• Providers should review the specific age indications and recommended dosing 

schedule for all vaccines.  
• For example, some vaccines are 2 doses and some vaccines are 3 doses that 

protect against the same diseases.  
• Once the clinic determines which schedule and vaccines will be used to 

accommodate ALL staff should be informed and educated on the new vaccines and 
schedule.  



Vaccine Inventories 
• Clearly label and separate 

VFC-supplied and private 
vaccine. When possible, 
store the vaccines on 
different shelves in the 
storage unit.  

• Borrowing between VFC-
supplied and private stock is 
prohibited.  

• Maintain inventory and 
invoices and make them 
available upon request 

**317 vaccine is for local 
health departments only 



VFC Vaccine Ordering 



VFC Online Ordering 
Additional Resources 

 
• http://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1055.pdf 
• http://eziz.org/faq/vaccine-ordering/ 
• http://eziz.org/vfc/online-ordering-tutorial-video/ 

•   

https://webmail.sdcounty.ca.gov/OWA/redir.aspx?C=s8jDVE3wd0CmSeoUthcG-FBmdF1f_tEIvSoCT3MxGM7Z4xRroLkl_ejJVKqxwtN6Y__oRUPkDNs.&URL=http://eziz.org/faq/vaccine-ordering/
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